Twelve Emergency Situations for the Earthquake Drill

(Version 1.3, August 27, 2007)


The plan is to post each of these twelve Emergency Situation Descriptions on the front door of a different house, except for situations 4 and 7, which will be posted on the same house. Block and Division Captains will have to find the emergency situations and report them to Incident Command, who will dispatch appropriate teams and equipment to deal with them. The Emergency Situations are intended to exercise the team’s organization, communication, training and knowledge of their cache equipment.  Teams will bring the necessary equipment, but will not enter houses or utilize the equipment.
The events causing the Emergency Situations are imagined to occur at the actual day and time of the drill and the weather is considered to be as it is on the day of the drill.


Fire Suppression

1) A house smells strongly of gas. No one answers the door, which is locked. The neighbors think that one resident is home.

2) There is a smell of smoke coming from the back door, which is open. You can see in but don’t see smoke or fire.  There is one resident inside shouting from a second story window that he is afraid to exit his room because the smoke. If someone enters they will find denser smoke in the kitchen and a small grease fire on the stove. If the flames can be extinguished, the smoke will subside. 


3) A large branch has fallen across a road which has power lines and the power lines are down. There is some sparking from the lines, which are pinned under the tree. Some grass is being ignited by the sparks. 

Damage Assessment / Light Search and Rescue

4) (first envelope addressed to Block Captain at the same location as situation 7) Earthquake has caused collapse of retaining wall behind residence, smashing one wing of house. We can hear cries from an area of house we can’t see into.

5) Earthquake has damaged house so that entry doors are jammed—no one appears to be home and no sound is heard but can’t be sure everything is OK within.

6) Earthquake has damaged house so that entry doors are jammed—no one appears to be home but can’t be sure that everything is OK within. There is a fire next door to the right (when facing the house from the street) which may ignite this building.



Shelter Operations / Logistics


7) (second envelope at same location as Situation 4 addressed to Light Search and Rescue) The earthquake has damaged this structure. There may be trapped residents in the building. An extensive cribbing operation will require at least three more milk crates of cribbing material than what the Search and Rescue team normally has with them.

8) After the earthquake this multi-unit building is clearly unsafe to occupy.  There are 7 people standing outside without a place to be safely:  a family of four (two adults, two children), one adult couple and one elderly person with mobility problems, all of whom need housing by nightfall. 


9) The fraternity house just outside our neighborhood has been damaged in the earthquake. The 55 young residents would like to stay together until they can re-occupy their house. They have come to this house in our neighborhood to ask for help.

First Aid / Medical

10) The earthquake has seriously damaged the house and injured the occupants. Most occupants are already outside. One has a bleeding arm injury needing splinting. One has a painful shoulder. One is emotionally upset. One person remains inside the building and has a possible spinal cord injury. The building is threatening to collapse.

11) The earthquake has badly damaged this house and it is on fire. An occupant is outside, seriously burned, and laying on the ground screaming. Another occupant is with them, appears unhurt, but is freaking out and shouting for someone to help. 

12) This house is not badly damaged by the earthquake so the home is safe to enter, but the resident seems to be disoriented and can’t give clear information about who is home. They are confused and don’t know what to do. They are starting to try to cook breakfast.

